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In 2016, Trump said that the overturning of Roe v. Wade “will happen auto-
matically…because I am putting pro-life justices on the [U.S. Supreme] Court.”

In 2017, Trump signed into law a resolution to allow states to restrict Title X 
funding for Planned Parenthood and other abortion providers.

According to his website, “As president, Biden will work to codify Roe v. Wade, 
and his Justice Department will do everything in its power to stop the rash of 
state laws that so blatantly violate the constitutional right to an abortion…” 

“As president, Biden will…reverse the Trump Administration’s rule prevent-
ing Planned Parenthood and certain other family planning programs from 
obtaining Title X funds.”

In 2020, the Trump Administration presided According to his website, “Biden will work to pass legislation to eliminate the 
death penalty at the federal level, and incentivize states to follow the federal 

without probation or parole.”

In Februay 2020, Trump said, “Yet, for too long, countless American children 
have been trapped in failing government schools. To rescue these students, 18 
states have created school choice in the form of Opportunity Scholarships...
no parent should be forced to send their child to a failing government school.”

In January 2020, Biden tweeted, “When we divert public funds to private 
schools, we undermine the entire public education system. We’ve got to pri-
oritize investing in our public schools, so every kid in America gets a fair shot. 
That’s why I oppose vouchers.”

Trump has begun the process of withdrawing the U.S. from the Paris Agree-
ment on climate change, an international agreement to reduce global green-
house gas emissions. 

According to his website, a Biden administration will re-enter the Paris 
Agreement on day one.

ETHICS IN RESEARCHETHICS IN RESEARCH
In 2019, the Trump Administration announced its decision to discontinue 
research conducted within the National Institutes of Health “involving the 
use of human fetal tissue from elective abortion”.

While serving in the U.S. Senate: In 2007, Biden voted in favor of the Stem 
-

bryonic stem cell research. In 1998, Biden voted against the Human Cloning 
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In keeping with its mission, the Virginia Catholic Conference aims to educate and inform Catholics about a wide range of issues. The infor-
-

ber 1, 2020, to help voters form their consciences before voting in November. The issues that appear here do not represent a complete list of 
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GENDER ISSUES
In 2019,  Trump’s opposition to the Equality Act, 

the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993: “The Trump Administration 
absolutely opposes discrimination of any kind and supports the equal treat-

threaten to undermine parental and conscience rights.” 

According to his website, Biden believes the Equality Act is the “best vehicle 
for ensuring equal rights under the law for LGBTQ+ Americans, and will guar-

Biden lists enacting the Equality Act as a top legislative priority.

GENDER ISSUES

“The right to life implies and is linked to other human rights - to the basic goods that every human person needs to live and thrive. All the life issues are 
connected, for erosion of respect for the life of any individual or group in society necessarily diminishes respect for all life. The moral imperative to respond 
to the needs of our neighbors - basic needs such as food, shelter, health care, education, and meaningful work - is universally binding on our consciences 

, the 



HEALTH CARE ACCESS

IMMIGRATION/REFUGEES

RELIGIOUS FREEDOMRELIGIOUS FREEDOM
In 2017, Trump signed

participate fully in civic life without undue interference by the Federal Govern-

In response to a July 2020 U.S. Supreme Court ruling preserving the religious 
liberty of the Little Sisters of the Poor, a White House statement said, “As the 
Supreme Court has previously stated, protecting the ability of people to wor-
ship and live according to the dictates of their conscience is part of ‘the best of 
our traditions.’”

According to Biden’s website, “The Trump-Pence Administration has deliber-
ately and systematically attempted to gut protections for the LGBTQ+ commu-

laws and policies across federal agencies. Biden will reverse Trump’s policies 

Regarding the July 2020 ruling, Biden said the decision, “will make it easier for 
the Trump-Pence Administration to continue to strip health care from wom-

commitment to giving all women free access to recommended contraception.”

According to his website, Trump “repealed the Obamacare individual man-

for consumers.” In June 2020, the Trump administration argued in a legal brief 

According to a White House fact sheet, Trump “is using all available means 
to ensure safe vaccines, therapeutics, and diagnostics are developed, man-
ufactured, and distributed in unprecedented time and scale in response to 
COVID-19.”

According to his website, Biden will protect the Affordable Care Act and 
build on it by “giving Americans a new choice, a public health insurance 

to low-income Americans.”

According to his website, Biden’s COVID-19 plan “ensures the wide avail-
ability of free testing; the elimination of all cost barriers to preventive care 
and treatment for COVID-19; the development of a vaccine; and the full 
deployment and operation of necessary supplies, personnel, and facilities.”

President Trump called on 
Congress to fully fund a wall along the Southern border, to close legal loop-
holes that enable illegal immigration, to end chain migration, and to eliminate 
the visa lottery program.”

In July 2020, the Trump Administration announced it would reject applica-

“…the fact remains that Congress should act on this matter.” 

The Trump Administration proposes resettling 18,000 refugees under a new 

According to Biden’s website, “As president, Joe will prioritize a comprehensive 

roadmap to citizenship.”

In June 2020, Biden stated, “As President, I will immediately work to make 
[DACA] permanent by sending a bill to Congress on day one of my Administra-
tion.”

Biden will set
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POVERTYPOVERTY

In 2019, the Trump Administration opposed a House-passed bill that would 

eliminate regulations, and implement fairer trade deals are driving economic 
-

According to Biden’s website, “  all Americans are owed 
a raise, and it’s well past time we increase the federal minimum wage to 

currently earning the minimum wage, like the farmworkers who grow our 
food and domestic workers who care for our aging and sick and for those 
with disabilities.”
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RACIAL EQUITYRACIAL EQUITY

In June 2020, Trump announced four steps to address racial inequity and 
police reform: 1) aggressively pursuing economic development in minority 
communities; 2) confronting healthcare disparities, including addressing 
chronic conditions and investing in minority-serving medical institutions; 3) an 

 that will encourage police departments nationwide to meet the 
most current professional standards for the use of force, including tactics for 
de-escalation; and 4) renewing a call on Congress to enact school choice.

In a June 2020 op-ed, Biden said, “We should also be directing our resources 
to actively undo the negative effect systemic racism has had on opportunities 
for black Americans,” citing inequities for African-American entrepreneurs, 
the gap in home ownership and discriminatory lending practices. Biden also 
said, “…I’m proposing an additional $300 million to reinvigorate community 
policing in our country. Every single police department should have the mon-
ey it needs to institute real reforms…” 

DONALD TRUMP JOE BIDEN


